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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY MR. KATLEGO 

BOASE MMALANE, FIRST SECRETARY, PERMANENT MISSION OF 

BOTSWANA TO THE UN, ON AGENDA ITEM 148: ADMINISTRATIVE AND 

BUDGETARY ASPECTS OF THE FINANCING OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS-BUDGET PERFORMANCE OF THE 

SUPPORT ACCOUNT FOR PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS, DURING THE 

SECOND RESUMED PART OF THE SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE 

FIFTH COMMITTEE OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

(New York, 11 May 2020) 

Mr. Chair,  

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda 

item 148:   administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the 

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations-budget performance of the 

support account for peacekeeping operations.  

 

2. The Group wishes to thank the Secretariat and the Advisory Committee 

for the submission of their respective reports.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

3. The African Group aligns itself with the statement delivered by the 

distinguished representative of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, on 

behalf of the G77 and China, and would like to make the following 

additional remarks.  

 

4. At the outset, the African Group reiterates its support to the Secretary 

General’s reform agenda whose overarching objective is to make the 

organisation more agile, transparent, accountable and responsive and 

most importantly in ensuring adequate support to peacekeeping 

operations. In this regard, the group attaches great value to the catalytic 

role the Support Account continues to play in providing backstopping at 

Headquarters for peacekeeping operations to ensure seamless 

implementation of their mandates.   

 
5. Allow me at this juncture, on behalf of the African Group, to once again 

salute all uniformed and civilian personnel who have dedicated their 

lives to selflessly maintain peace and security across the globe under the 

umbrella of the United Nations and the Africa Union under these 

difficult, complex and sometimes dangerous environments. 
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6. With regard to the Budget performance of the support account for 

peacekeeping operations for the 2018/19 period, the Group notes with 

appreciation that the actual expenditure amounted to $324.7 million 

translating to 100 percent utilization of the resources appropriated by 

the General Assembly for that period. This budget laid a solid foundation 

for take the off of key reform initiatives encapsulated in the peace and 

security reform and the management reforms,  which are now in the 

second year of implementation.  

 

7. The African Group takes cognisant that the 2020/2021 budget priorities 

present a momentous opportunity to sustain and accelerate the reform 

momentum, especially in the context of peace keeping operations.  In 

view of this, the Group has taken note of the support account resources 

requirements amounting to $321.2 million with respect to core post and 

non-post requirements for the 2020/21 period, compared with $303.9 

million approved for the 2019/20 period, representing an increase of 

$17.3 million for the core component of the support account. Similarly, 

the overall proposed resource level of $363.4 million, which is inclusive 

of the peacekeeping contributions to corporate organizational initiatives, 

reflects an increase of 14.6 million, or 4.2 per cent, compared with 

$348.9 million authorized resources for the 2019/20 period.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

8. Regarding settlement of Post-traumatic stress disorder cases, Group 

expresses deep concern that of the 342 cases received in 2019, only 24 

were reviewed due to lack of adequate capacity in the Secretariat. It is 

equally regrettable that 304 of these cases originated from closed 

missions where there are no resources available to make the payments. 

The group reiterates that Post-traumatic stress disorder cases should be 

processed expeditiously. The Group has studied the proposals presented 

by the Secretary General as well as the observations and 

recommendations made by the ACABQ, and will seek to better 

understand the proposed measures during the informal consultations.   

 

9. The After-Service Health Insurance is an important component of the 

support account budget. The Group has noted the growing trend where 

payments of the After-Service Health Insurance liabilities from the 

support account are relegated and not given proper attention. This is 

aptly manifested by the fact that part of the requirement was met by the 

unencumbered balances of nine peacekeeping operations while the 

balance was postponement to the following financial year. It is even 

more worrying to note that the data kept by the Secretariat, which is the 
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basis for budgeting, is predominantly inaccurate. This is reflected in the 

findings of the Board of Auditors where the Board reviewed a sample of 

25 personnel files in Headquarters to assess whether the entry on duty 

dates of active staff members submitted to the actuary of the UNJPF 

were accurate. Of the 25 sampled cases, 15 were incorrect, six were 

correct and four were inconclusive. The Group concurs with the 

concerns raised by the ACABQ’s and reiterates on the need to use 

accurate data to assess the liabilities related to the after-service health 

insurance    

 

Mr Chair. 

10. The General Assembly in its previous resolutions emphasized the need 

for a more accurate, realistic and coherent application of the budget 

methodology and to streamline the report of the Secretary General on 

the support account to make it more strategic and analytical, 

including the use of more tables and graphic. The Africa group 

acknowledges the improvements introduced in the current report. The 

Group, however believes that there is room for further improvement and 

reiterates the observation made by the ACABQ that Secretary-General 

should continue to enhance the presentation of his future reports on the 

support account. 

 

11. In closing, Mr Chair, the Group would like to reassure you, of its 

readiness to engage constructively in the informal consultations, to 

conclude this agenda item at the earliest opportunity.  

 

I thank you. 


